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Stony Bottom, located along the beautiful Green¬ 
brier River was so obscure in its early days that (accord- 
mg to some senior citizens) its first name in 1880 was 

Seldom Seen " 

As the town grew, the people, possibly feeling that 
"Seldom Seen' wasn't a favorable name for a prospering 
town, changed the name to "Driftwood" with the first 
post office being established on May 6, 1886. This was an 
appropriate name because then the Greenbrier River was 
wonly means of carrying logs to the mills and at "Sel- 
Seen the river curved, causing the logs to drift 
ashore and pile up 

With the coming of the railroad in the early 1900s, 
for Z"; Dn * tw °od" a l 50 became an unsuitable name 
Stonv u*"* was once a 8*in renamed, this time 
areawwh 0 J t0fT, because of the level bottom land in the 
11 COv ered with numerous rocks 


The first post office was established December 28, 
1901.1 have been postmaster since February 2,1956 

The town of Stony Bottom in Pocahontas County, 
should be "Little-known," however, for it is located in 
one of the best trout and smallmouth fishing areas in the 
state. Also nearby are the Cranberry Glades, noted for 
unusual plant and animal life, Creen Bank, site of the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory, the largest 
single operational radio-telescope in the United States, 
the famous Cass Scenic Railroad; the Snowshoe Ski 
Area; and within an hour-and-half drive of the worio- 
famous .Greenbrier Hotel, just to name a tew oi me 

area's attractions . rrunm 

Sometimes I wonder with all the P* ople . 

,o this little town if it might be rwamedagain 
reverting to a derivative of its first name 
"Often Seen "fr 
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S „ ,onv Bottom, located along the beautiful Green 
bne- River was so obscure in its early days that (accord- 

!"*' 0 ‘°7 le senior citizens) its first name in 1880 was 

>€ioom Seen " 

As the town grew, the people, possibly feeling that 
town Tk See ^ W u Snt 3 favorab,e name for a prosper.ng 
Post ofhAT lHe "fP? t0 "Driftwood" with the first 
approor.*?* e ng e * tab,isbe d on May 6, 1886 This was an 
the onk m< - name ^ eCaUSe l ^ en tbe G feen brier R»ver was 
dom Seen rh* ° carrvm 8 lo 8 s to the mills and at "Sel- 
a 'horeandpil^Vp Ver CUrved ' causin 8 the logs to drift 

howetn rai,road in the early 1900s, 

,0r the town so't d so becam e an unsuitable name 

'Stony Bottom' h *** ° nce again rena ™ed, this time 

ir<? * which is cow * rause , 0 ^ the level bottom land in the 
uverea with numerous rocks 


The first post office was established December 2B, 
1901 I have been postmaster since February 2, 1956 

The town of Stony Bottom in Pocahontas County, 
should be "Little-known," however, for it is located in 
one of the best trout and smallmouth fishing areas in the 
state Also nearby are the Cranberry Glades, noted for 
unusual plant and animal life, Green Bank, site of the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory, the largest 
single operational radio-telescope in the United States, 
the famous Cass Scenic Railroad, the Snowshoe Ski 
Area and within an hour-and-half drive of the world- 
famous .Greenbrier Hotel, jusl to name a few of the 
area's attractions 

Sometimes I wonder with all the people who come 
to this little town if it might be renamed again sometime 
reverting to a derivative of its first name and be ca e 
"Often Seen ."' fr 


Clover Lick 


BARBARA COYNER 


yu might **>' 1 inherited Clover Lick along with 
i«e. since the Coyner family has long been associated 
he town Named for the abundance of clover and salt 
the name Clover Lick strikes a native Californian as 
□ttsy. and here was one person with more thun a little 
tv about this tiny West Virginia settlement with the 
name When the time came for that first visit, it was 
first sight! 

veJ on the winding road between Marlinton and Cass 
f a contrast to travel on a Los Angeles freeway, but 
v of the green, woolly looking hills serves to lessen 
xiety over the too-narrow road and long drop-offs, 
fiave these eyes been treated to so much greenery- 
lave these lungs breathed such fresh clean air. Once 
tat last hill, Clover Lick’s beautiful vallev unfolds 
ou. isolated and still. 

>ver Lick, Unincorporated” boasts one stop sign, one 
jht. sprawling farms, some semi-Victorian houses and 
jsorted buildings, all In a setting of meadows and 
he Greenbrier River divides town, and Clover Creek 
o it, creating the perfect pastoral landscape 
ing into town, Coyner Store stands on the corner 
reneraJ store. Inside are the pot-belly stove, glass 
junim. and old wooden chairs, while the lone gas 
. like a sentry outside. The hustle and bustle'of 
^ is gone but an occasional passerby stops for pop 
ream, or lust in toil, .. . H 
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verted up the road 
on. Hours are les 
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L.icK post office is closed ant 
to Stony Bottom, but the stor< 
s frequent, supplies are lower 
sign, and the old tin roof sag; 
niehow the L. T. Coyners have 
re to supply old residents anc 
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■ l i art not tli«* places of old, but 

■ Creenbrier. you cannot help but 

■ ** driver ha* «" ‘ h, * s lo t wn 1' you 

l *' ,nd ?.JL p**^ lB ^LJnwith *' ,un,btfr mill. Hotel and 

V 2 .^'^ ££ #-Ulk»» Price’. History of 

I £?5 £**. >o» «n really p ul to . 

V racMbo** CoanQ ‘ Ti J* t«>«m that u is the first perma- 
I getter i*te * pK ! l Ur Karopean settlers. 

I ornt hoof for nun> *• ^ tloa from Maryland, Penn 

'TV atm ***'!?' point s north and northeast, 
whiuu*. wrfjfSc* to Kentucky and Ohio. As 
PA>sed by <• lexer u WCHi | d be entertained over 
■W i? WJnm-er Lick one of the most public 
5fiJKtat£iSSlM>e wl '°le country. The 
wr^h lr^the fast avoided hollows and ravines, 
keeping along high points and crests o/ ridees, so as 
to Se more secure from ambuscades and Indian at¬ 
tack*.” 

Even today, the location is a central one. Lying on 
, :rL ~*£ e * of Mo noneahela National Forest, Cass Scenic 


but in 18P2 7t wa8*lh« nSw* il,s doors for wurvhin acr0 * 8 
Pal congregation. Prtor ‘Ih?, J ° y of C|ovur Uck^ffi*’ 
I>r. John IJffon'c h,.‘ thttl services h:.a tJ . ,plsc °- 


?" congregation. Prior to ?S, JOy * Clover 
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on Clover Creek lo furnish some electrklly | n his acenunt. 

mafrn 0 ", h f r“ 7 . buameM ' “ 18 *■“ interest, ,0 S 5 

werp «nn ^ °^ Ulal rumea - * u ^ «» Krlel and Arbogas* 
were stUJ in the vaUey. Apparently only after the Depression 

iVrr u^* i° r lhe clUe8 ’ and »n lime all 
K f ,umber mlil and hotel disappeared. In Clover 
.. 1 vL * r® yday • il had seen a Nvely population, swimming 
tn the river and trains coming through on time 

Maybe now the town does not rate a stop by the train, 
but it is just a different Clover Lick. People still sit on their 
porches discussing the weather, and farming and fishing 
are as good as ever. For tussled city dwellers it is a never 
ending treat just to walk in the quiet or take a drink of 
fresh cool water from a spring gushing out of the side of a 
mountain. Up on the hill overlooking town, the cemetery 
holds the names of a livelier tune, the stories of a busy 
West Virginia settlement They look down over the clover, 
the meadows of cattle and the clear water. 

Sometimes people bring up the Army Corps of Engineers 
plan to put a lake in Clover Lick’s place, but so far that 

• ■I.... uu-w... I...,! ,u« Unnuf.illv curb it nlan will 


plan to put a lake in Clover lick’s place, but so far that 
plan, too, has been laid to rest. Hopefully such a plan will 
never come to pass, for where Is there a more tranquil spotfg 
Clover Lick should always be there to soothe these eyesgfl 
smoir and t raff i< iI 
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